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In these times of lockdown there’s less opportunity for villagers to chat and find out what’s 

happening. As a Parish Council, we thought it timely to issue “THE FLYER” - just to keep you 

informed.  

1. HIGHWAYS ISSUES.  

The recent traffic diversion caused by the water main repairs in the Pluckley Road has caused 

terrific damage in The Street, all the way up to Pincushion and in Swan Lane. Lorry drivers 

ignored our “restricted access” signs and grass verges, and several villagers’ vehicles were 

damaged. We’ve complained to KCC Highways and requested that mud and detritus is 

mechanically swept away. Fortunately, the defensive wooden posts installed on the edge of The 

Plantation were put in place just in time to prevent further erosion.  

On the credit side, the Parish has been successful in getting funding for highway safety 

improvements on Swan Lane, with gateways, anti - skid surfaces and improved signage. Details 

can be found on our website www.littlechartpc.kentparishes.gov.uk. According to our County 

Councillor, Charlie Simkins - who has generously contributed part of his KCC allocated Ward 

funds towards the cost - work should start in May 2021.  

Unfortunately, Highways has continued to oppose our request for a 40-mph limit between the 

junction with Surrenden Road and The Forstal - a dangerous stretch of road where many 

accidents have occurred recently. We will continue to press for the 40 limit because we regard 

road improvements alone as a partial “cure” rather than prevention. We are compiling a dossier 

on incidents in Swan Lane and would welcome villagers’ photos of any accidents so we can 

present a stronger case for the speed limit. On the bright side, we hope to be able to implement 

a 20-mph limit in The Street, from The Swan to the Calehill entrance, in 2022.  

2. MAINTENANCE OF OPEN SPACES  

We are inviting tenders from contractors to handle the grass - cutting, etc for the next three 

years. You will have noticed that some of the trees in the Plantation have been tidied up, with 

low branches and suckers removed neatly. This will afford better access for the grass mowing 

machines and open up the area for older children’s play, etc. DID YOU KNOW? The Plantation 

was set out in the 1950’s with the help of our resident, H.E. Bates, who enlisted the help of 

village children. The tennis court and MUGA will come into their own when restrictions are lifted 

and better weather arrives. Damage by the pigeons has been largely eliminated and we hope 

more people enjoy the facility later on.  

3. YOUR VIEWS  

“THE FLYER” is not just a one - way street. Please let us know what you would like to see us 

doing in the village, by sending your ideas. If you’d like to give us your email for future contact, 

including more newsletters, please send it to littlechart.pc@outlook.com. In return, we’ll send 

you a Privacy Notice and process your personal data according to the General Data Protection 

Regulation 2018 
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